
 

Hello Fellow FOCCRS, it’s been a strange year for all, 
unfortunately for us one with very little rowing, but we 
count our blessings and forge ahead.  
  

If you keep an eye on our Members Facebook Page, 
WhatsApp Group & read the Committee Meeting 
Minutes on our website, you’ll be well aware of what’s 
been happening behind the scenes but in case 
anything’s been missed, please read on.  Do let Eleanor 

know if you haven’t access to any of the above: 
foccr.secretary2@gmail.com 
 

First and foremost, we extend an especially warm 
welcome to our newest members Ian McGachie, Jerry 
McAllister, John McEachran, Margaret Reid, Sharon 
Duggan & Keren McClure, bringing total membership 
to 68 - amazing especially for the year that’s in it.  I 
hope you’ve all seen the FOCCRC Welcome Booklet, a 
new initiative which many long-term members also 
found informative. Copy located within Files on our 

Members FB page, also attached here for your convenience.  
 

The new committee had just one meeting in March 
before rowing was stopped due to Covid 19 (including 
the cancellation of all regattas and the SCRA Row 
Around Scotland celebrating the Year of Coasts & 

Waters   ), but continue to meet monthly by zoom. 
 

During lockdown we were 
deeply saddened by the 
passing, after a short 
illness, of Bill Erskine a 
much loved, founding 
member of our club.  Bill 
was particularly valued for 
his dry wit, coxing prowess, 
nautical knowledge and his 
role in building and leading 
the maintenance of both 
skiffs. The loss was acutely 
felt when we returned to 
rowing and Bill just wasn’t 
there.  We miss you Bill. 
 

In honour of Bills’ memory and 
his huge contribution to the 
club, The Bill Erskine Trophy will 
be awarded annually at the 
AGM to the Club Member the 
Chair feels has made an 
outstanding contribution.   
 

Hugh Maclean, another highly 
active and valued founding 
member, was co-opted to the 
committee to lead the 
Maintenance Team. 

 

Again due to Covid, plans to refresh our social and 
fundraising events had to be shelved; settling instead 
for weekly zoom quizzes during lockdown with rotating 
quiz masters.  Alison S took us back to school, primary 
school (we mostly failed miserably); Iain W gave us a 
topical history lesson and Lucie challenged our local 
knowledge – how many steps to the Viewpoint? A 
snapshot of other questions (with answers at the end): 
 

David Mac: How many feet/metres does Great 
Cumbrae rise above sea level? 
Karen: Name the FOCCR 

 
Alex: What is the average number of ‘Bags for Life’ 
used per family each year in the UK? 
Gary: What is the Highland village Inverie famous for? 
Louise McC: Solve these rowing related anagrams: 
TENSR, OTPR, DOLH ARWTE 
David M: Did Trump or Kanye West tweet: a) “Sorry 
losers and haters, but my I.Q. is one of the highest - and 



you all know it! Please don't feel so stupid or insecure, 
it's not your fault”, b) “I have no interest in working 
with anyone who is too important or too good or too 
traditional to take a call at 3am.” 
Frances: What was Scott of the Antartic’s first names? 
Ian ‘Elvis’ Kerr: Where was Elvis born? 
John: What is Pumpernickel? a) German bread, b) 
American Fire truck or c) Deep South genre of music 
 

One thing in common – every quiz was too hard, for 
some of us… 
 

 Monthly quizzes 
start back 
7.30pm TODAY, 
Thursday 12th, 
with DJ Big Hair 
John Mcfarlane 
FOCCR at the 
helm (behind 
every great quiz 
master there’s a 
great woman, eh 
Sally?) 

The website is about to have a quick update.  Please 
send any rowing related stories and photos you have 
for inclusion, thanks. 

 

The FOCCRC was the 
2nd of very few clubs 
which managed to 
return to rowing 
between lockdown and 
Tier 3 restrictions.  
Stringent protocol and 
training for coxes were 
put in place.  Thanks 
everyone for your 
cooperation - all our 
efforts were rewarded 
by Kylie coming up to 
play evening after 
evening after evening. 

 



During this time our small but very enthusiastic group 

of experienced youth rowers, had a few rows in the sun 

- the highlight being a lovely trip out to see Kylie.  

Hopefully we will be rowing again very soon. We are all 

keen to start regular training sessions in preparation 

for next years regatta season.   

With some new members already on the horizon, 

please do let us know of any other 12-18 year olds who 

would like to give rowing a try.  Zoom in on graphic 

from page 3 of the Welcome Booklet, prepared by 

Robbie, to see why they might:  

 

Skiffie World Championships 2019

After many, many years David Maclean has handed the 
reins of responsibility for Club Kit over to Lizzy and 
Eleanor who are sourcing a supplier, agreeing graphics 

and range of kit all within the challenges of Covid; 
hoping to have news on this front for you soon.  Thanks 
David for looking after this onerous task for such a long 
time.  
 

Though not able to collect your old kit just now, please 
do hold on to it and hopefully it will get another lease 
of life in the future. 

Repairs were made to both of Thistle’s breasthooks 
(the triangular wooden bits at gunwhale level bow and 
stern) - the bow one had come off in Eleanor’s hand! 
.... not a measure of her super strength, rather totally 
the fault of the foamy polyeurethane glue we used 
during construction! The repair consisted of using 
epoxy to glue the breasthook in position and fitting 
stainless steel coach screws. 
 

Saltire’s hull internals and exterior were rubbed down, 
patch primed and painted ensuring no bare timber 
showing until we can access the Fairlie Boatbuilders 
shed to undertake a full renovation.  

 

We’re buying water containers to secure skiffs in 
forthcoming winter gales.  All three trailers are being 
jacked up and the box trailer has been made watertight 
having sprung several leaks (famous last words!). 
 
 

Since Tier 3 restrictions were 
put in place, FOCCRC adopted 
a flower bed in Douglas Park, 
Irvine Road, Largs.  Any 
member interested in helping 
maintain same should contact 
John Mcfarlane, see WhatsApp 

& Members Facebook page.   
 



 
 

Unable to row together, plenty of FOCCRS are still managing to enjoy the water. Thanks to Heather, Jacqui, Alison, Jill, 
Lynda, Alex, Karen & Lucie for sharing photos on WhatsApp: 
  

  
 



 
 

Congratulations to Robin who came 3rd in his category in the Virtual London 
Marathon.  Thanks for lifting all our spirits with your spirit Robin.  
 

Congratulations to Gary & Yvonne who 
recently celebrated their 40th Wedding 
Anniversary with a holiday up North. 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
Congratulations to me, Louise McC, on 
losing 6 stone to reach my target 
Weight – excuse tooting my own  

hoot there    
                                                                                     Young loves dream - loving the hair Gary 
 and that pose Yvonne! 

 
 
 
Congratulations to Hugh on turning 70 & his subsequent birthday sail to 
St Kildas!   

Congratulations also to The Running FOCCRS Group, most of whom have 
completed, or are close to completing, their Couch to 5K Challenge. 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Helga on the launch of her photography career: 
https://www.facebook.com/VikingLargs/posts/177763403819973 
 

 

David Mac: 127 metres / 417 feet 

Karen: David ‘Baldy FOCCR’ Maclean    
Alex: 800 – 1200 Bags for Life/average family/year! 
Gary: The Old Forge, most remote pub on mainland UK 
Louise McC: Stern, Port, Hold Water 
Ian ‘Elvis’ Kerr: Tupelo, Mississippi  
John: German bread 
David M: Trump, Kanye West 
Frances: Robert Falcon 

 for taking the time to read this missive.   

Next one will be shorter – promise, unless of course 
we’re inundated with Good News Stories, further 
photos of FOCCRS having fun (not necessarily on the 
water), and it will include info from SCRA,our governing 
body’s AGM & plans for Around Scotland Row 2021.  
Exciting stuff?@ Watch this space… 
 
Submissions to: louise@get2grips.org 

 

https://www.facebook.com/VikingLargs/posts/177763403819973

