
 

NEWSLETTER   
March 2021

Dear FOCCRS, we had the 
saddest of starts to 2021 with 
the untimely passing of John 
Mathie, a great supporter of 
the club.  The Committee 
delivered flowers and a card to 
Doreen on behalf of all 
members and several paid their 
respects as John’s cortege left 
his home for his final resting 
place.  Our thoughts are with 
Doreen, her family and friends. 
 

DIARY DATES 
No rowing yet but some important dates for your diary: 
 

   2021 
   3rd March, FOCCRC AGM – THIS WEDNESDAY 
   8th to 12th March, North Ayrshire youth will be voting for 
   their favourite project within NAC Participatory Budget,  
   including a FOCCRC submission  
   11th March, Zoom Quiz – all welcome 
   24th March, Committee Meeting – all welcome 
   6th June, Regatta Planning Meeting – all welcome 
   31st July & 1st August, FOCCRC Regatta – our first TWO 
   DAY regatta & in partnership with Cumbrae CRC – all 
   Welcome! 
 

     2022 
   27th June to 2nd July, Skiffie Worlds – ALL WELCOME! 
 

AGM 
 THIS Wednesday 3rd March @ 7.30pm 

Don’t miss this AGM, besides reporting on the year past and 
looking forward to the year ahead, we’ll all obviously be 
electing/re-electing committee members:  
 

• Proposed to stay in post: 
o Chair, John Mcfarlane 
o Membership Secretary, Eleanor Collier 
o Treasurer, Julia McQuaker 
o Youth, Lynda Graham 
o Social & Fundraising, Louise McCarron 

 

• Posts to be filled: 
o Maintenance, Hugh Maclean was co-opted to this 

post during the year & it is proposed he stays on 
officially,  

 

• Regatta Secretary 
Melanie Grey stepped down in 
January – thanks Mel for all 
those years on the committee!  
Jane Grant is proposed to step 
into this role. 

  

Please note: FOCCRS always 
turn out and show up big style 
for all events, but if you are 
specifically interested in 
playing a more active role in 
the running of the club do let us know - your support 
will always be welcomed and very much appreciated. 

 

• It is proposed to shorten our current financial year & 
coming membership year to align them with each other 
and the SCRA Year End 31st October, which will also 
afford each new committee time to plan for the coming 
season.  Proposed Membership Fees for the shortened 
year (April - Oct): £15/adult and £5/child 

 

• It is proposed to amend the Constitution to highlight 
that all members are welcome to attend all committee 
meetings, though only able to vote at 
AGMs. 

 

• The Bill Erskine Trophy will be awarded 
for the first time to the club member the 
Chair feels has made an outstanding 
contribution to the club. 

 

• Two lucky members in attendance will 
win a nice bottle of Chianti. So even if you are 
scunnered with zoom meetings or have managed to 

avoid them altogether until now (Louise C???      ) we 
ask that our proud tradition of a great turnout at AGMs 
is maintained this year. Go on, go on, go on, go on, go 
on and log on! Details on our Facebook Page and 
WhatsApp Group.  

 

NAC Youth Participatory Budgeting 
Young people, aged 8-25, will be voting between 9.30am 

am on Monday 8th March and 3.30pm on Friday 12th 

March, either through school or the Young Scot Website, 

for their favourite local project. Hugh prepared the FOCCRC 

application which includes funding for life jackets & radios 

to support an initiative to encourage more young people to 

access the wonderful benefits of coastal rowing. Voting 

details will be posted on FOCCR Facebook page.  



FOCCRC REGATTA 2021 
31st July & 1st AUGUST 

Our first TWO DAY regatta and our first in partnership with Cumbrae CRC! 
Day 1 – Races, Prizegiving & Party in LSC 

Day 2 – Row to the Isle of Little Cumbrae for a picnic 
 

Previous jaunts to wee Cumbrae: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



GETTING TO KNOW YOU, GETTING TO KNOW ALL ABOUT YOU 
Sharon Duggan, our newest member 

Sharon lives in Fairlie with a cat, a dog and occasionally her partner Iain (works at sea!).   Her teenage self would not be 

too impressed as Fairlie’s smaller than her hometown village of Falcarragh in Donegal (which is basically a big crossroads), 

though she might have been impressed by the route she took to get there…  

For her escape to college, Sharon considered meteorology (from her mum’s obsession about the weather when trying to 

get the washing dry – pre tumble dryer days), pilot (to exotic destinations), librarian (reading was her great escape) but it 

was her love of nature programmes and wanting a job she could do anywhere in the world which led her to study 

environmental science in Sligo.   Taking a year out to travel to Australia (via Thailand) before this was the cool thing to do, 

to fund her travels Sharon worked in an abattoir (which came back to haunt her) and an outback pub (staying in her tent 

until the English pub owner let her live in).  Upon finishing her degree, Sharon decided to study a PhD in Microbiology – 

which involved trudging around pig abattoirs (yep it came back to haunt her), oh 

the glamour.   

After graduating Sharon moved to Dublin, where in her spare time she became 

the oldest recruit to join the FCA, now known as the Reserve Defence Forces, then 

commonly referred to as the Free Clothing Association!, made corporal in double 

quick time - coming into her own ordering others around, a skill honed from being 

the oldest of 5, all girls. A future cox?? Sharon also discovered she can’t close her 

left eye independent of her right (have you just tried it?) which meant she couldn’t 

properly sight down the riffle and hence in her own words is a crap rather than 

crack shot.  Her dubious aim and poor sense of direction (maybe not a future cox) 

ensured she was lousy at throwing grenades.  So not a natural sandbagger but it 

was mostly great craic.   

Sharon got her first real taste of being out on the water when sailing out of Dun 

Laoghaire aboard the ‘Jammy Dodger’ with a retired psychiatrist and his motley 

crew, even if her role was primarily that of 

ballast -  Sharon’s own words again! 

 Always fascinated with the British Antarctic 

Survey, Sharon avidly reviewed their job adverts.  

However, as her science wasn’t exactly a polar 

speciality she never really harboured hope of being suitable for a position.  Until one 

day…  and off to Cambridge she went. Ten days later the new Bonner Laboratory 

Manager was bound for Rothera Research Station on Adelaide Island off the west coast 

of the Antarctic Peninsula! After her first season (UK winters at Rothera and summers in 

Cambridge planning the next season), Sharon travelled back to the UK onboard the RRS 

Ernest Shackleton as the ‘fish wife’, responsible for the care and well-being of an 

aquarium full of Antarctic invertebrates! Highlights of her three years included attending 

a wedding at Gritvitken Whaling Station in South Georgia), swimming at the equator and 

surviving her ‘crossing the line ceremony’ presided over by lord xxxxx and 

his wife (the ships purser and cook).  

Another highlight which must be mentioned, as he’s sure to read this, 

was hooking up with her long suffering partner Iain, one of the ship’s 

crew (long suffering was Sharon’s description, honestly) – a future FOCCR 

we look forward to getting to know too. Their second date was in 

Scotland attending a five day sea kayaking course with Glenmore Lodge.   

Following their relocation to Glasgow (Sharon working a trainee 

Radiation Protection Advisor with EDF at Hunterston B, since moved to 

the Environmental Safety group) they joined West Coast Paddlers, then 

Castle Craigs Canoe Club but have since drifted (!) from kayaking.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antarctic_Peninsula


Now a proud FOCCR, her two rows between lockdowns, have given her a taste for more. She 

“can’t wait to get back out on the water and meet more of my fellow FOCCRs.  I’ve already 

‘caught a crab’ (before we even cleared the harbour on my first trip out – the shame!) so it 

should be ‘plain sailing’ from here on in ☺” 

Motto: Carpe Diem; Snap fingers: Matriarchal society; Pet peeves: lots… drivers not indicating, 

people walking slowly; Hate: high heels; Love to live: Happy here - for now… Dream holiday: 

ice hotel to see the northern lights (never saw the southern as almost 24 hours daylight when 

there); Published author: Yes but boring scientific articles; Most unusual place slept:  Toss up 

between a horse box in Milan and a tent on a glacier in Antarctica; After lockdown Sharon will: 

Learn to make stained glass, buy a campervan to travel around the UK and Ireland with Lilou, 

her dog (and Iain if she can persuade him!) and go to Dublin to go on the piss with her mates! 
 

Thanks Sharon, it’s been fun getting to know you, getting to know all about you.  Welcome to the club! 

 

SKIFFIE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 2022 
27th June until 2nd July, Kortgene, The Netherlands 

https://www.skiffieworlds2022.com/ 
THIRTY SIX members have expressed an interest in attending!  
A Skiffie Worlds sub-committee will be formed to co-ordinate 
all preparations.  Lucie Aitkenhead has volunteered to take all 
logistics in hand (travel, accommodation, etc.).  Please let us 
know if you’d like to help organise this exciting event too.  
Remember any member who wants to row at the Worlds can 
(training will be arranged) and you don’t have to row to go.  
 

Meanwhile, please click on the link above, scroll down and watch “Stranraer Skiffie Worlds 2019 – the best bits” 
 

FOCCRC QUIZZES 
Thank you to John who hosted our Christmas Quiz.  Congratulations to Joan who won a bottle of wine for being the Most 
Festive FOCCR (Karen & Geoff were very close runners up!) and to Jim who won the title and a bottle of wine. 
 

We’ve had two 
quizzes since.  Thank 
you Alison S for your 
unique Alphabet 
Quiz in January and 
John for coming out 
of retirement to 
host the February 
Quiz.   
 
March Quiz is just 
around the corner 
on Thursday 11th, 
with Lucie taking the 
hot seat on this 
occasion.

 
 

SEE YOU ALL AT THE AGM ON WEDNESDAY 
THIS Wednesday 3rd March at 7.30pm! 

You mightn’t win the biggest bottle of wine in the world but who knows…. 

https://www.skiffieworlds2022.com/

